NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND BIRD CLUB

Dawn Chorus at Ford Moss Nature Reserve (Ford & Etal)

Saturday 7th May 2011.

After six weeks of dry sunny weather, it rained overnight.  Heavily.  Almost forgotten items such as boots and waterproofs appeared from the several cars that arrived at Ford Moss at 5.00a.m., and the drizzle kept falling.  It didn’t seem to deter the birds, however, and we were soon enveloped in a cacophony of sound, of Chiffchaffs with unusually long phrases, Chaffinches, Blackcaps (soprano) and a Garden Warbler (alto).   The Chickweed Wintergreen and the Blaeberry were in flower, and a flash of a raptor fast disappearing through the old pine trees brought us a Goshawk.  Shortly, in the magnificent oaks, the rather simple quiet song of a Redstart contrasted to the chatter of several Whitethroats, a species that has colonised the new scrub areas of the hill to the south.  A Cuckoo was evasive, despite efforts to call it closer – the poor bird probably confused by an Ulster accent…   Reed Bunting, Skylark, Snipe and Curlew were all carefully noted, and the Carrion Crows had feasted on a clutch of Pheasant’s eggs.   By the time we reached the eastern end of the Moss the weather had cleared to give excellent viewing conditions.  
There is always a defining moment on the annual NNBC Dawn Chorus at Ford & Etal. This year it came with the combination of sounds of a Grasshopper Warbler belting out his extraordinary clicking song (at 26 half-beats per second) from a clump of reed, whilst simultaneously overhead we had the drumming of the Snipe – two birds whose calls are unmistakable, and remarkable when you hear them together.  With Sedge Warblers along the ditch line and Wheatears along the fence, and a pause to look at the newly opened area and proposed archaeological work, we made our way – after almost four hours – to Heatherslaw, where we caught sight of the first Swifts of the summer.  In the Netherlands, late arrivals such as these are called Civil Servants – they’re last to get in and first to go home...  We tucked into the traditional Bird Club Breakfast, and the last members to leave the car park recorded the 51st species as it ‘chucked’ its way overhead – a Tree Sparrow.  
Greylag Goose, Mallard, Teal, Goshawk, Buzzard, Harrier, Kestrel, Pheasant, Green Plover, Curlew, Snipe, Woodpigeon, Cuckoo, Swift, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Sand Martin, Swallow, House Martin, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Dipper, Wren, Dunnock, Grasshopper Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Wheatear, Redstart, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, Bullfinch, House Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Starling, Jackdaw, Carrion Crow.
JJ

7th May 2011
